Remarks by H.E. Timothy Yang, Minister of Foreign Affairs, at the Reception for the participants of the 50th Anniversary Celebration and 19th Convention of the Federation of Asia-Pacific Women’s Associations 
時間:民國99年9月24日星期五傍晚6時30分
地點:台北賓館
Dr. Cecilia Koo, Hon. President of the Federation of Asia-Pacific Women’s Associations (FAWA);
First Lady Hannah Jurelang Zedkaia of the Republic of the Marshall Islands; 
Lady Grace Kabui, wife of Governor-General of Solomon Islands;
Hon. President of FAWA and US Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo;
Hon. Senator Dr. Leticia Shahani of the Philippines;
President of the Korean National Council of Women Dr. Jung-sook Kim;
Secretary for Home Affairs of the Republic of Nauru Mrs. Charmaine Scotty;
President of General Federation of Women’s Clubs Ms. Carlene Garner;
President of International Council of Women Ms. Cosima Schenk;
President of Zonta International Ms. Dianne Curtis;
President of World YWCA Ms. Susan Brennan;
Distinguished guests: Good evening!

On behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of China (Taiwan), I am deeply honored to be hosting tonight’s reception for women leaders gathered here for the 50th Anniversary Celebration and 19th Convention of the Federation of Asia-Pacific Women’s Associations (FAWA). I would like to thank the National Council of Women of Taiwan for planning and organizing this important event. And I must say it is a pleasure to see so many outstanding women from all over the Asia-Pacific region here this evening. I would also like to convey my special thanks and appreciation to Dr. Cecilia Koo for her leadership over the years in supporting women’s issues in Taiwan, and in the Asia-Pacific region as a whole. 
For fifty years now, FAWA has brought together women from across the region to share in each other’s successes and find solutions to issues of common concern. Half a century is a key milestone, and it offers a perfect opportunity to reflect on and celebrate all that has been achieved. And yet, I am certain that FAWA will not be resting on its laurels. Indeed, it continues to make significant contributions that are invaluable not only for individual countries, but also for the Asia-Pacific community. Your presence here today demonstrates your solidarity towards a shared vision of improving the lives of women everywhere. 
Ladies and gentlemen, three FAWA conventions were previously hosted in Taiwan, in 1960, 1973 and 1988. In the 50 years since the first of these, Taiwan has witnessed dramatic changes. The country has flourished and matured into one of the world’s most vibrant democracies and dynamic economies. What is more, for several years running, Taiwan has been ranked by the US-based Freedom House as one of the freest countries in Asia. It has also consistently scored well in terms of political rights and civil liberties. 
In 2009, Taiwan was the world’s 26th largest economy, 18th largest trading nation and 4th largest holder of foreign exchange reserves. It is also the world’s top producer of a considerable number of high-tech products and services. Furthermore, Taiwan performed extremely well in the 2010 global competitiveness rankings compiled by the Swiss-based International Institute for Management, with its ranking jumping to eighth place, up from 23rd in 2009. And in the latest Business Environment Risk Intelligence report just released, Taiwan ranked fourth in the “profit opportunity recommendation” category, trailing only Switzerland, Singapore and Norway. 
The nation’s soft power is also highly regarded, as we have managed to preserve traditional Chinese culture with unique Taiwanese characteristics. We also have a good reputation for the international humanitarian aid we provide around the world.   
There is more good news in terms of cross-strait relations, which have rapidly improved thanks to the government’s new mainland China policy. As a result, this has injected a renewed vitality into our cooperative relations with our diplomatic allies, as well as our substantive relations with other nations. Indeed, Taiwan continues to strive to be an active contributor to progress, prosperity and stability in the Asia-Pacific region.  
I wanted to point out the diverse achievements Taiwan has made because I firmly believe that an indispensable driving force behind them has been, and continues to be, the creativity, hard work and compassion of women. Society here has benefited enormously from women’s energy and ideals. In fact, scores of courageous women have broken down barriers in all areas of society, perhaps most notably in politics and business. These women have created countless possibilities for prosperity and happiness, and have paved the way for others to follow. What they have done to empower women is a source of national pride, and deserves our wholehearted recognition.
Ladies and gentlemen, the 50th Anniversary Celebration and 19th Convention of the Federation of Asia-Pacific Women’s Associations provide you with a wonderful opportunity to share ideas, discuss problems and, ultimately, to continue what you have been doing so well for half a century now. 
I would like to conclude my remarks now with a toast: to a very successful conference, to new friendships, to a pleasant stay in my country for our international guests and your deeper understanding of Taiwanese society and culture, and to health and happiness for everyone of you! Thank you. 
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